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LB492 (001): Senior Seminar 
Water and Society 

Fall 2016 
≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈≈	

Instructor:	Sara	Fingal,	PhD	 	 	 	 						
E-mail:	sfingal@msu.edu		 	 	 							
	
“Anyone who can solve the problems of water will be worthy of two Nobel prizes—one 
for peace and one for science.”  

– President John F. Kennedy, 1962 
	
“Water is life’s mater and matrix, mother and medium. There is no life without water.”  
     -- Albert Szent-Györgyi – Hungarian American  
     physiologist who won the Nobel Prize in  

Physiology or Medicine in 1937 
 
 
A.	COURSE	OVERVIEW:	
	
What is the value of water in our society? In this class, we will critically examine how 
people have interacted with water resources over the past century. While this course will 
mainly focus on the United States, we will investigate water issues that transcend national 
borders. As a class, we will analyze the various ways in which American people value and 
think about water, including as drinking water, recreational space, a sanitation 
mechanism, an economic resource, a flood, a drought, wilderness, and a site tied into 
their cultural identity. The ultimate goal of this class is to help you develop a deeper 
understanding of the role of water in contemporary and historical American society while 
developing your critical thinking and writing skills. This class is an opportunity to prepare 
for your post-graduate career by setting and achieving your individual HPS research goals 
and a senior capstone project.  
	
B.	OBJECTIVES:	What	can	you	expect	from	this	class?	
 
1. We will use the course material to expand our knowledge of history, sociology, and 
philosophy related to water resources. Readings, films, websites, and field trips will help 
us participate in class discussions where we will assess arguments to create a meaningful 
dialogue with our colleagues. In these discussions we will also make relevant connections 
between history, contemporary topics, STEM classes, and HPS courses.  
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2. We will use graded assignments (blog posts, essays, presentations, and the final project) 
as tools to practice our writing and analytical skills in order to demonstrate that we are 
mastering the central concepts related to human interactions with water.  
 
3. Learning how to write and communicate effectively is a lifelong pursuit. We will use 
drafts, peer review, constructive feedback, and reflections to continue improving our 
writing style and our ability to construct a well-demonstrated argument.  
 
4. We will practice seeing the world from a different point of view than our own by 
thoughtfully listening to our professor and classmates, analyzing course materials, 
participating in off-campus excursions, and completing assignments.  
 
5. Your professor and your classmates will encourage you to consider a wide range of 
viewpoints to practice empathy and improve our analytical skills. We will work together 
to create a plan for an effective and respectful learning environment where we can 
analyze an assortment of ideas. We will post this plan on the D2L site for the course and 
come back to it if we feel like we’re getting off track.  
 
6. We will use our analysis of readings, discussions, and course writing assignments to 
bridge scientific/engineering ideas about water with the cultural values related to water.  
 
After reviewing the syllabus, what are your individual goals for the semester, e.g. create 
a portfolio for graduate school or job applications, improve my writing for grad school 
applications, be better prepared for class sessions, learn how to run an effective meeting, 
learn how to create a website? How are you going to achieve these goals?  
 
1. Goal #1: ________________________________________________________________ 
 Ways that I will achieve this goal:  
  1. ____________________________________________________________ 
  2. ____________________________________________________________ 
2. Goal #2: ________________________________________________________________ 

Ways that I will achieve this goal:  
  1. ____________________________________________________________ 
  2. ____________________________________________________________ 
3. Goal #3: ________________________________________________________________ 
 Ways that I will achieve this goal:  
  1. ____________________________________________________________ 
  2. ____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
C.	Class	Format	and	Responsibilities:		
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What	does	Dr.	Fingal	expect	from	you?:	
This is a discussion-based seminar in which you will be expected to prepare for each class 
session and come to the class with questions and discussion points. Your participation 
makes this course interesting for you, your classmates, and your professor. Over the 
semester, I expect that you will:  

• Analyze the course material before class sessions and come prepared to learn 
o Take time to analyze the material, take notes, and come to class prepared 

for discussion. The MSU student handbook suggests that you spend 2 hours 
outside of class for every credit your class is worth. This class is worth 4 
credits. This means you should spend 8 hours on coursework outside of 
class time each week.  

o Participate in class discussion. This communicates to your professor and 
colleagues that you are engaged with the course material and practicing 
your critical thinking.  

• Be an active, engaged, and respectful participant in discussion session.  
o Please place your cell phone and laptop inside your bag at the start of 

every class period. There are plenty of studies to show that using your 
phone or laptop during class lowers your grade and the grade of the people 
sitting next to you.  

o It is very important that we cultivate an environment of respect, inclusion, 
and integrity inside and outside of the classroom.  

• Attend all class sessions.  
o This class will start on time. Please come to class on time and sign the sign-

in sheet at the beginning of class.  
o Attendance is part of your participation grade. I do allow two excused 

absences every semester, but if you need to miss a class for an emergency, 
illness, or religious observance please contact Dr. Fingal before the class 
meeting.  

o Leaving class early or coming to class over 30 minutes late without any 
explanation will count as an absence.  

• Develop and refine your analytical, writing, and communication skills by 
participating in class, working on drafts, and asking questions.  

o Come to Dr. Fingal’s office hours to discuss your paper outlines and 
questions.  

o Make an appointment at the Writing Center for extra support. 
o Submit writing assignments on time, I will rarely grant extensions and you 

must contact me at least 12 hours in advance. Unexcused late assignments 
will be penalized 5 points for every hour that it is late.  

• Contact your professor if you’re struggling 
o Contact Dr. Fingal if you are having any trouble with the material, writing, 

or speaking in class. We can talk through strategies together.  
• If you do contact your professor via e-mail, write a clearly worded message from 

your MSU account (this policy is to protect your privacy).  
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o In your message, please use good e-mail etiquette. If you are unsure about 
what this means, check out: 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/694/01/.  

o Check the syllabus, D2L, course handouts, and ask a colleague before 
sending me an e-mail.   

o Be sure to sign your name at the end of the e-mail, please!  
 
What	can	you	expect	from	Dr.	Fingal?		
	

• I will come prepared and work to create a positive and respectful learning 
environment. I greatly enjoy teaching and talking to students!  

• I will not make demeaning comments. All feedback is meant to help you learn how 
to improve your work or participation.  

• I will be at class on time and end class on time. If there is an emergency or I am 
gravely ill, I will work to get a substitute and send you all an e-mail before class to 
let you know what’s going on.  

• I will hold office hours twice a week. Outside of normal working hours (M-F, 8am-
5pm), I may not be available for meetings. I will work with you to arrange meetings 
outside of office hours if you have a schedule conflict during that time. 

• I will answer your e-mails within 24 hours on the weekday and 48 hours on 
weekends. If you do not hear from me after that time, please write a follow-up e-
mail.  

	
D.	Required	Materials:	
	
Title: Water 4.0: The past, present, and future of the world's most vital resource 
Author: David L. Sedlak 
Publisher: New Haven: Yale University Press, [2014] 
ISBN: 9780300176490 
 
Title: The Living Great Lakes: Searching for the Heart of the Inland Seas  
Author: Jerry Dennis 
Publisher: New York: Thomas Dunne Books, 2003 
ISBN: 0312251939 
	
*These books available through online retailers or at the MSU Spartan Bookstore in the 
International Center. If you want to buy this book online, please purchase it ASAP to allow 
for varying shipping times.  
*These books are also on available for FREE 24-hour loans at the circulation desk at the 
MSU Library.  
	
Course Website: d2L.msu.edu 

• Articles and primary source material 
• Assignment guidelines 
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• Digital Copy of the Syllabus  
	
As we will draw from them frequently, please bring the day’s readings – whether a 
chapter, paper, book, or historical source – to class. This will allow you to be a full 
participant in the class session.  
	
E.	Student	Evaluation:	
	
Grading: 
 
Class Participation              10%  
Reading/Field Trip/Blog Responses           10% 
Water Crisis Short Essay and Presentation          10% 
Water Test Evaluation            10% 
Film Analysis                5% 
Class Discussion Leader            10% 
Capstone Senior Project                                                                                      45% 
 
Class Participation (10%): 
In this class, participation means preparing for class by analyzing course material, arriving 
to class on time, signing the attendance sheet, and being fully engaged in the in-class 
discussions. For every class session with an assigned reading, you need to come to class 
prepared with at least 2 thoughtful and insightful discussion questions. You will need to 
upload these to D2L dropbox before class starts. If I see that the majority of students are 
not completing the readings or preparing for class, I reserve the right to institute DAILY 
in-class quizzes. 
 
I expect you to attend every class session. In the class of illness, religious observance, or 
an emergency, you need to contact me before class to let me know that you will not be 
present for it to be excused. You are allowed two excused absences during the semester 
before absences start counting against your grade.  
	
Reading/Field Trip/Blog Responses (10%): 
For most of the class sessions, you will need to identify the key arguments made by the 
author, comment on someone’s blog post, or summarize key takeaways from a field 
excursion. These short assignments are designed to help you take notes and prepare you 
for class discussion. It also communicates to your professor that you are engaged with the 
course material if you’re not speaking up during class session. These assignments are in 
lieu of exams.  
	
Water Crisis Short Essay and Presentation (10%), Water Test Evaluation (10%), & Film 
Analysis (5%) 



      LB492 -- Fingal  6	

Each of these short assignments will have individual rubrics that Dr. Fingal will bring to 
class and discuss with you before the deadline. These shorter assignments are 
opportunities for you to get feedback on your writing before the final project.  
	
Class Discussion Leader (10%): 
Once during this semester, you and fellow classmate(s) will collaborate to lead discussion 
in class.  You will choose the water related topic and reading for the class. You will each 
create a 500-1000 word blog post analyzing a portion or different aspect of the reading 
and 2 discussion questions. Your colleagues and professor will bring comments and 
discussion questions.   
	
Senior Capstone Project: (45%) 
This capstone project will include the following: a proposal, annotated bibliography, a 
website, a short presentation, and an essay. You can choose to put more time and effort 
into your website or your essay. Dr. Fingal will give you two different rubrics for these 
possibilities. She will breakdown each of these components and deadlines within the first 
month of the semester.  
	
** All of your papers need to be properly formatted in Chicago Manual style 
(http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html and 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/). 
	
Grading: 
MSU operates on a 4 point grading system. Here is how that translates in this class:  
4.0 = 90% to 100% (A)  
3.5 = 86% to 89% (B+)  
3.0 = 80% to 85% (B)  
2.5 = 76% to 79% (C+)  
2.0 = 70% to 75%  (C) 
1.5 = 66% to 69%  (D+) 
1.0 = 60% to 65%  (D) 
0 = less than 59% (F)  
	
Grade Appeals: 
If you want to discuss the grade that I have given you, you must wait 48 hours after you 
receive your graded assignment. After 48 hours, you may arrange an appointment to meet 
with me in-person. Before our meeting, you must submit a 1-page letter with a detailed 
explanation about why I should reconsider your grade.  
				
F.	Course	Policies:	
 
Technology Policy: 
Due to the immense temptation and distraction that the presence of laptops creates, I have 
to ask that you please DO NOT take notes on your laptop. Keep your laptop closed and in 
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your bag, unless we need laptops for specific projects or reading discussions in-class. 
Please take your lecture notes on paper during class.   
 
E-readers (such as Kindle, etc.) are OK for referencing readings, but you need to let 
Professor Fingal know that you will be using an E-reader in class, leave it flat on your desk 
at all times, and only use it to cite a book or article we’re reading at the time. If you use 
you E-reader to create a distraction for yourself and your fellow students, your privilege 
will be revoked.  
 
If you check social media, e-mail, texts, etc. on your phone, laptop, or any other device 
during class, your participation grade will be a 0 for that day. Continued problems will 
result in the student being asked to the leave the classroom.  
 
Late Work: 
You must submit assignments on time. Unless you provide documentation of a medical 
emergency or illness before the deadline, I will deduct 5 points for each hour the paper is 
late. Papers handed in more than 24 hours late will not be accepted without 
documentation of an emergency. If you’re struggling, contact Dr. Fingal BEFORE the 
deadline.  
 
Academic Integrity:   
The Associated Students of MSU (ASMSU) are calling on you to support the Spartan Code 
of Honor academic pledge to demonstrate a university-wide commitment to academic 
integrity. The pledge is focused on valuing academic integrity and honest work ethics at 
Michigan State University. The pledge reads as follows: “As a Spartan, I will strive to 
uphold values of the highest ethical standard. I will practice honesty in my work, foster 
honesty in my peers, and take pride in knowing that honor is worth more than grades. I 
will carry these values beyond my time as a student at Michigan State University, 
continuing the endeavor to build personal integrity in all that I do.” For more 
information, please visit: honorcode.msu.edu.  
 
Use of primary and secondary sources must be appropriately cited using the Chicago 
Manual of Style. If you are struggling, contact Dr. Fingal. Any incident of cheating or 
plagiarism can result in failure of the assignment and/or course. It can be reported to the 
Dean and placed on your academic record. The Complete Academic Honesty policy is 
available on the Lyman Briggs website: 
www.msu.edu/course/lbs/171l/Lyman%20Briggs%20Academic%20Honesty%20Policy1.
pdf . If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Fingal.  
 
Grief Policy:  
Dr. Fingal is sensitive to the bereavement process of a student who has lost a family 
member or who is experiencing emotional distress from a similar tragedy so that the 
student is not academically disadvantaged. 
According to MSU policy: 
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It is the responsibility of the student to: 
• notify the Associate Dean for Academic & Student Affairs of Lyman Briggs of the 

need for a grief absence prior to leaving campus. His name is Dean Philip Strong 
and his e-mail address is: strongp@msu.edu.  

• provide appropriate verification of the grief absence as specified by the 
Associate Dean, and 

• complete all missed work as determined by the instructor. 
 
ADAAA Statement: 
MSU is committed to providing equal access to academic programs and reasonable 
accommodations to students with disabilities, in compliance with the Americans With 
Disabilities Act and Amendments (ADAAA). Any student who feels she or he may need an 
accommodation based on the impact of a disability or learning challenge should contact 
the MSU Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities (RCPD) for further information on 
how to receive support. Their website is https://www.rcpd.msu.edu/. It is the 
responsibility of the student to share the Verified Individualized Services and 
Accommodations (VISA) form with faculty and staff members. Accommodations will not 
be implemented until the faculty member has received the VISA form. Accommodations 
are not retroactive.   
 
Limits to Confidentiality: 
One-on-one meetings, essays, and other materials submitted for this class are generally 
considered confidential in accordance with the Michigan State University’s student record 
policies. However, I want you to be aware that University employees, including 
instructors, may not be able to maintain confidentiality when it conflicts with their 
responsibility to report certain issues.  
As your instructor, I must report the following information to other University offices if you 
share it with me:  
• Suspected child abuse/neglect, even if this maltreatment happened when you were a 
child 
• Allegations of sexual assault or sexual harassment when they involve MSU students, 
faculty, or staff 
• Credible threats of harm to oneself or to others 
 
These reports may trigger contact from a campus official who will want to talk with you 
about the incident that you have shared. In almost all cases, it will be your decision 
whether you wish to speak with that individual. If you would like to talk about these 
events in a more confidential setting I encourage you to make an appointment with the 
MSU Counseling Center (contact information for the Counseling Center is below.)  
 
G.	Resources	on	Campus:	
A list of resources is at the end of this syllabus 
	
COURSE SCHEDULE:  



      LB492 -- Fingal  9	

	
Complete all of the readings before class on the week indicated and bring them to class. 
Readings, videos, or recordings marked [online] are available on the class’s D2L site. This 
is a draft of our schedule, we will finalize this schedule together.  
 
Wednesday, August 31:  Introductions/Class Planning/What does water mean to you?  
In-class – What makes a good classroom community? How are we going to build a 
productive community in our classroom? What are our individual and group course goals 
and classroom community plan? Kayaking Field Trip?  
 
Discuss and answer 1 question from the Michigan’s Water Heritage project. Submit at the 
end of class. Buy the books at the bookstore or order online to be prepared for class on 
September 12.  

Monday, September 5: LABOR DAY – NO CLASS  
 
Wednesday, September 7:  What is the environmental history of water resources? How do 
we relate to water at the individual and local level?  
Reading: Stéphane Frioux, “Environmental History of Water Resources,” pg. 121-139 
[online]; Look in the newspaper, social media, or elsewhere for 1 current event related to 
water – how was water described in the article?  
In-Class: Reading Discussion and Analysis, Water Heritage Discussion Continued, Assign 
Discussion Leadership and Discuss Potential Water Testing Sites.  
 
Assignment due on this date:  
-- Assignment: Answer 1 question from the Water Heritage Project and ask that same 
question to one other person you know (friend, parent, roommate, etc.). Type up your 
response and the other person’s response and submit in class.  
-- Bring your schedule to plan out field trips and assignments.  
 
Monday, September 12:  Where do our contemporary water systems come from? 
Historical Foundations of Water Systems in the Western World: From the Roman Empire to 
London and Paris 
Readings: Water 4.0, Preface-Chapter 3  
Assignment: In 250-1000 words, identify the main points and arguments in the text and 
write two discussion questions. Submit them to D2L before class. Look on D2L for an 
example.  
In-Class: Discussion and Prep for meeting with Brandon on Wednesday 
 
Wednesday, September 14: Water Treatment in Growing Cities in the United States 
Assignment: Spend an hour brainstorming about ideas for your capstone project, 
discussion leadership topic, and start the reading for Monday’s class.  
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**** For our class meeting we will be meeting with Brandon Locke in the LEADR Lab 
(Room 112, 506 E. Circle Drive) 
 
Monday, September 19: What happens if people do not trust their water or their local 
environments?   
Readings: Water 4.0, Chapter 4-6 
Assignment: Identify the main points and arguments in the chapters and write at least two 
discussion questions. Submit them to D2L before class. 
In-Class: Discussion and Start Research for Water  
In-Class Assignment: Discussion and prepare for Water Treatment Tour; Begin search for 1 
primary source (newspaper article, speech, letter, photograph, etc.) related to one of the 
following locations:  
Uranium Contamination in the Navajo Nation, 1970s-present  
Cryptosporidiosis Outbreak in Milwaukee, WI 1993 
Lead Contamination, Washington, DC, 2001-2006 
Kalamazoo Oil Spill, 2010 
Algae Bloom in Toledo, Ohio, pre-2014?-present 
Flint River Water Switch in Flint, MI, 2014-present 
 
Wednesday, September 21:  
Assignment: Continue search for primary sources about your location for the water 
assignment. Research on individuals for Role Play Assignment and the Cost of Water 
Treatment. 
In-Class:  LANSING WATER TREATMENT PLANT TOUR -- 148 S. Cedar, Lansing 48912 
 
Monday, September 26: What are continuing concerns about water treatment? 
Reading Due: Water 4.0, Chapter 7 and 8   
Assignment:  In 250-1000 words, identify the following in each chapter: main points, 
evidence, and 2 questions for further discussion in class. 
In-Class: What were your take aways from the water treatment plant tour? Did you find 
any connections between what we have read and what you saw?  
 
Wednesday, September 28: What are the costs of clean water?  
Reading: Water 4.0, Chapter 9, (pg. 164-186) 
Assignment: In 250-1000 words, identify the following in each chapter: main argument(s), 
main points/evidence, and questions for further discussion in class. 
In-Class: Role Play Research – Can you afford a water test?  
- Where are we going to get our water samples?  
 
Monday, October 3: How would I handle a water crisis in my community?  
In-Class: Short Presentations on Role Play Research – what have you found?  
Assignment: Work on your water crisis essay.  
 
Wednesday, October 5: WATER CRISIS ESSAY DRAFT DUE IN CLASS 
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Assignment: Bring a draft of your essay into class to work on and ask your colleagues and 
professor for feedback and advice.  
Assignment Due: ESSAY DUE ON D2L FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 BY 5PM 
 
Monday, October 10: What water tests are available?  
Reading: Water 4.0, Chapter 10 and 11 (pg. 187-237) 
Assignment: In 250-1000 words, identify the following in each chapter: main argument(s), 
main points/evidence, and questions for further discussion. Bring water sample to both 
class sessions this week.  
In-class: Discussion and evaluation of current water testing methods.  
 
Wednesday, October 12:  What kinds of water tests can we envision for the future?  
Reading: Water 4.0, Chapter 12 and 13 (pg. 238-282) 
Assignment: In 250-1000 words, identify the following in each chapter: main argument(s), 
main points/evidence, and questions for further discussion. 
In-class: Reading Discussion and we will be evaluating potential water testing methods for 
the future.  
*Please bring a phone with a camera to class. If you do not have one, please let Dr. Fingal 
know BEFORE class.  
 
 
Monday, October 17: Our Great Lakes 
Reading: Jerry Dennis, The Living Great Lakes, Chapter 1&2 
Assignment: Bring discussion questions and first draft of water testing method evaluation 
to class to work on with your group – each person should evaluate a different part of the 
method and identify the part that they worked on. Work separately, edit together.  
 
Wednesday, October 19: Our Great Lakes 
Reading: Jerry Dennis, The Living Great Lakes, Chapter 3 
Assignment: Bring discussion questions for chapter & second draft of water testing method 
evaluation to class to work on with your group – each person should evaluate a different 
part of the method and identify the part that they worked on. Work separately, edit 
together.  
In-Class: Each person will be assigned a Great Lake 
 
GROUP WATER TESTING METHOD EVALUATIONS DUE ON THURSDAY AT 5PM 
 
Monday, October 24: Our Great Lakes 
The Living Great Lakes – Each group will be assigned a Great Lake:  
Group #1: “Lake Michigan” and “The Straights of Mackinac– Chapter 4&5 
Group #2: “Lake Superior” – Chapter 6 & 7 
Group #3: “Lake Huron” and “St. Clair River/Detroit River” – Chapter 8&9 
Group #4: “Detroit River/Lake Eerie” and “Lake Eerie” -- Chapter 10 &11 
Group #5: “Lake Michigan” and “Lake Ontario” -- Chapter 12 & 13 
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Chapter #6: “Lake Erie Canal/Hudson River” and “The Atlantic” -- Chapter 14 & 15 
Assignment: Come prepared to tell your colleagues what you learned in your chapters. 
What were the main points in your chapters? What is Dennis trying to convey to the 
audience in this book? What evidence is he using outside of personal experience?  
 
Wednesday, October 26: Our Great Lakes 
Class Meeting with Dr. Aleia Brown in the MSU Museum, room TBD 
Assignment: Research sources for your final project. Submit at least 2-3 ideas for your final 
project on D2L. Explain your research plan for each of those ideas.  
In-Class Assignment: Complete object analysis worksheet at the museum. This is your first 
draft that you will bring to class on Monday for your digital portfolio.  
 
Monday, October 31: Our Great Lakes 
Read: The Living Great Lakes, “Lake Michigan” -- Chapter 16 
Listen: Dave Dempsey, “Clean H20 podcast” (20 minutes) 
http://ia600207.us.archive.org/12/items/DaveDempseyCleanH2Opodcastcom/DD.mp3 
(Main website: http://h2opodcast.com/great.html#dd)  -- What are the problems that Dave 
Dempsey identifies? 
Assignment: Discussion Questions & Bring your object analysis worksheet to class for 
feedback before putting in your digital portfolio. Submit typed version online before 5pm 
on Wednesday, November 2. Dr. Fingal will post these on to our class website.  
 
Wednesday, November 2: RESEARCH WORKSHOP for final project and prep for your 
class discussion. Start your making a list for your annotated bibliography.  
 
Monday, November 7: Water Theme:  
Assignment: Read assigned readings, read group’s blog post, and post 2 discussion 
questions on D2L at least __ hours before class.  
Discussion Leaders: _____________ and _____________ and _____________  
 
Wednesday, November 9: Water Theme: 
Assignment: Read assigned readings, read group’s blog post, and post 2 discussion 
questions on D2L  at least __ hours before class.  
Discussion Leaders: _____________ and _____________ and _____________ 
 
Monday, November 14: Water Theme: 
Assignment: Read assigned readings, read group’s blog post, and post 2 discussion 
questions on D2L  at least __ hours before class.  
Assignment: Post 2 discussion questions on D2L  at least __ hours before class.  
Discussion Leaders: _____________ and _____________ and _____________ 
 
Wednesday, November 16: Water Theme: 
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Assignment: Read assigned readings, read group’s blog post, and post 2 discussion 
questions on D2L  at least __ hours before class.  
Discussion Leaders: _____________ and _____________ and _____________ 
In-Class: Film Analysis Assignment Rubric  
 
Monday, November 21: Water Theme: 
Assignment: Read assigned readings, read group’s blog post, and post 2 discussion 
questions on D2L  at least __ hours before class.  
Discussion Leaders: _____________ and _____________ and _____________ 
 
Wednesday, November 23: Water on Film  
You will be assigned to watch one of these films based on an in-class lottery:  
The Grapes of Wrath (1940) 
Wild River (1960) 
Chinatown (1974)  
The Milagro Beanfield War (1988) 
A Civil Action (1999) 
Erin Brockovich (2000) 
También la Lluvia (Even the Rain) (2011)  
Beasts of the Southern Wild (2012) 
-- In-class: Dr. Fingal will loan your group her copies of these films. You can also access 
them at the MSU library or rent them online. You need to watch the film and write 500-
1000 word film analysis blog post that is due on D2L before our class meeting on 
Monday, November 28. You can come and do this in-class or on your own time.  
 
Monday, November 28:  Film Review Discussion and Research Workshop  
 
Wednesday, November 30: In-class workshop on websites and final papers –WORK TIME 
in the LEADR LAB  
Assignment due in class: Annotated Bibliography: at least 3 primary sources, 2 secondary 
sources (article or book chapter). 
 
Monday, December 5: In-class research and writing workshop  
 
Wednesday, December 7: FINAL PRESENTATIONS – what have you been working on?   
Final Conclusions, Feedback, and Discussion – How has this class affected your view of 
water systems?   
 
YOUR CAPSTONE PROJECT IS DUE ON Wednesday, December 14, 2016 at 2:45pm 
 
	


